








A terrace with a view 

 

I am new to Islington (December 2017) 

though by curious coincidence where I have 

ended up aged 45 came with a couple of 

connections or daily reminders; one 

personal; the other an interest. Over the 

dreary flat rooftops above is a pitched roof 

brick L-shaped block on the left, Finnemore 

House (1950), where my late friend former 

Councillor Piers Herbert (1936-2006) 

ended his days in sadly rather reduced 

circumstances having once lived in a 

desirable Arlington Square townhouse of 

1849-1851. Piers was Councillor for St. 

Mary’s Ward from 1986-1990 and Acting 

Chair of the Development and Planning 

Committee in 1989-1990. A barrister, he 

had lived at No. 42 Arlington Square from 

1978-1993. He never actually encouraged 

me to visit him at Finnemore House, where 

he rented a mere landlady’s room. 

Finnemore House is one of five similar 

blocks on the Cumming Estate (1950 & 

1961). On the same road, Britannia Row 

(as early as 1773), on the right above is a 

Day Flats block, 31-33 Britannia Row 

(1963), that one can just see between the 

trees above the three storey terrace, but to 

the left of this, hidden by trees, is where 

Britannia Row Recording Studios (1975-

1995) was. So when the trees are bare of 

leaves, I can see the back of the former 

bookbinding works building that housed 

the famous studio.  

This studio will mean different things to 

different people but for me it is 

synonymous with just one musical outfit: 

where Joy Division recorded their second 

and last album, Closer, in March 1980 and 

then when this Manchester band became 

New Order they recorded their second 

album as that band, Power, Corruption & 

Lies, in October-November 1982 at 

Britannia Row.  



Britannia Row Recording Studios (1975-1995), Britannia  

Row, in a former bookbinding works and church hall  

building (Nos. 35-53) dating from 1915.  














