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Unique link with Camden Proposed

The decision of Chief Executive John Foster not to seek an extension of his contract has given rise to first in local
government - the idea of a Chief Executive shared by two neighbouring but freestanding local authorities

Councillors explore the options

With a spending review imminent and likely to
reduce spending to a minimum, councillors of both
authorities have taken the opportunity to consider
whether one chief executive could serve two
authorities, saving a salary of the order of £200, 000.
Moira Gibb has been Chief Executive at Camden
for more than six years, a long time in politics these
days. Appointed by a Labour administration, she
has survived two changes of political control. This
ground breaking new post, if it is created, would
offer a unique opportunity for career development
within London.

Camden and Islington have historically been
linked, sharing a long boundary. In the 1974
Health service the two boroughs combined to form
an Area Health authority and some health links
have been maintained. There are obvious links at
King's Cross and Finsbury Park. On the other
hand, there have been times of political strain, and
accountability to two groups of councillors would
not be easy as there would always be a temptation to
see decisions favouring the other side over their
own. This is far from a done deal. Camden's
education service under the ILEA was linked o that
in Westminster, and this has been perpetuated by
the GLA boundaries which bizarrely separated
Camden from Islington despite an initial
recommendation to the contrary.

Where will it end?

If the two Boroughs were to share a chief
executive, it would be logical to look at shared chief
officers as well. The break-up of the ILEA created
some of the smallest education authorities in the
country and the cost of a Chief Education Officer
for each of them is out of proportion to the amount
of schooling for which they are responsible. The
City of London has two schools, Birmingham has
hundreds. The chief officer for education has a
brief that spreads into social services now, but even

so there must be advantages in combining the
administrative support.  Having merged vast
departments it is a small step to merge across the
Borough boundary. Ultimately, there could be a
single borough of Camden & Islington, but this
would require legislation and has implications for all
of inner London. At least the names might survive
under this scenario: Hammersmith-Kensington-
Chelsea- Fulham is surely too much of a mouthful.
Camden planning policy

In view of possible closer links with
Camden, a recent editorial in the London Forum
newsletter, A dangerous threat to the democratic process
may be salutary. "Regular highdevel reports over the
last year have been critical of the creation of too
much badly drafted legislation in the last 10 years.
Few people are aware of a series of statutory
instruments, legislation and new bodies created#n
an attempt to ensure that local councillors do not
engage in corrupt practices, that led to a Cardiff
councillor being upbraided for a disparaging remark
on Twitter about Scientology, calling it 'stupid'.

"This case revealed the repressive way in
which the Code of Conduct is now being
interpreted by some Councils and misused to
muzzle councillors. I had personal experience of this
[continued on page 2)
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a few years ago when I called my local Camden
councillor to discuss a contentious planning
application in my street. | was astonished and
mystified when she told me she could not discuss it
with me. I thought she was just being difficult. As a
result of the publicity given to this case [ now know
that the real reason why that happened was much
more sinister. Under an arcane heading of "fettered
discretion", council lawyers are telling councillors
that prior discussion with a constituent on a
planning issue could be judged as "apparent
predetermination" on their part and could result in
them losing their ability to speak on behalf of their
constituents or to vote at any subsequent planning
meeting. It has wider implications than just
planning. If you were elected to the council, having
campaigned and spoken out about any matter of
local concern, you may find that it is a breach of the

code for you to speak or vote on that matter in any
subsequent committee meetings. You have "a
prejudicial interest" in it and are therefore barred.

"It is shocking that a code of conduct
designed to stop councillors fiddling their expenses
or accepting money for support in planning
applications is actually being used to restrict the
freedom of councillors properly to represent their
electorate.

"The "prejudicial interest" policy is a direct
assault on freedom of expression. That a pul®ic
official could rule against an elected councillor for
expressing his or her opinion on a matter of public
interest is a dangerous threat to democracy.

"The coalition partners have apparently
committed to legislate to prevent use of the
'prejudicial interest' bar. It is urgently required.”

Cycling added to the public transport offer
Towards the end of June, the Mayor introduced a cycle hire scheme to the streets of central London. The

London Forum has reviewed its impact.

Boris Johnson's cycle scheme seems to have got off
to a good start and already has a dedicated Boris
Bike website, calling itself 'An independent
community forum for London's Cycle Hire scheme'.
[t is aimed to have 6,000 bicycles eventually and new
cycle routes. There are 400 docking stations, the
design and placing of which has caused problems in
some conservation areas. Over 12,000 keys at a cost
of £3 each were despatched to those who signed up
for the scheme across the city, allowing them to
unlock the grey and blue bikes.

In characteristic fashion Mayor Johnson was
quoted as saying: "These are public property now.
It's absolutely crucial that people recognise that they
belong to all of us. I'm a Conservative mayor, but
what we're doing is a gigantic communist
experiment." He was also keen to emphasise that it
was his idea and not his predecessor Ken
Livingstone's.

Those who sign up for membership must pay
a deposit of £300 and then it costs £1 for 24 hours,
£5 for the week or £45 for an annual membership.
The first 30 minutes of any journey will be free, and

the next 30 minutes will cost £1, with rising costs for
journeys of more than one hour, up to a maximusa
24 hours, which is £50. Casual users will be able to
hire bikes in due course.

Barclays Bank is spending £25n sponsoring
the scheme and the bikes are emblazoned with their
blue logos.

It is estimated that about 9% of people
coming in to work in central London come by bike,
which makes it the seventh highest figure out of 20
European capitals. Those with the highest numbers
of commuting cyclists are, not surprisingly,
Copenhagen with nearly 60% and Amsterdam with
45.6%. Rome manages only 1%, Dublin 4.8% and
Paris 5.3%. Although cycle use in London has
doubled in the last decade, the number of fatalities
has actually fallen. 5

There is some anecdotal evidence that users
of the hired cycles are not part of the minority of
cyclists who flout the law at junctions and pedestrian
crossings. The existence of an identifying number
on the bike may be the necessary deterrent.






















