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HOW DO WE GET THERE?
It 13 plain daft that central London's day-tine road traffic speed fs the same in 1997

as 1t was in 1807, But 1t s hardly surprising,

Eighty five per cent of
tentral London's commuters
arrive by public transport
every morning but the 15%
who arrive by car account
fer 67% of the central
area's rush hour road traf-
fic! They also account for
about 50% of the rush hour
traffic in boroughs adja-
cent to the central area -
like Camden and Islington
(less in the north of the
borough but more in the
south and much more south
of the Angel which counts
as central London).

The result is that nearly
every street in inner Lon-
‘on is now treated as a
choroughfare rather than as
a place. Pedestrians and
cyclists have been driven
out: not wusually because
their mode of transport is
slower but because it has
been made unpleasant by the
presence of too many motor
vehicles. This in turn has
lost pedestrians their
safety in numbers and has
made it particularly hazar-
dous for children to play
in the street or walk to
school: the result is that
journeys solely for the
purpose of taking children
to scheool now account for
16% of London's rush hour
traffic.

Registered with the Civic Trust.

t

It is particularly ironic
that the increase 1in car
traffic is not only pol-
luting the atmosphere and
destroying our physical
environment but is also
making it more difficult to
get around London or to get
gocds collected and deli-
vered. Unrestricted use of
the private car has palpab-
ly failed as a mode of
urban transport. A sane
society would tolerate it
na lenger and would scorn
government "policy" over
the last thirty years which
has amounted to nothing
more than allowing traffic
to restrain itseif by its
own congestion,

The Road Traffic Reduction
Act (March 1987) reached
the statute book with all
party support and is
clearly a significant step
on the rcad to sanity, But
Jeremy Corbyn, Islington
North's M.P, and one of the
promoters of the Bill,
admits that the Act lacks
teeth. It is hoped that
these will be provided by
amendments going through
RPariiament now which are
expected o be enacted by
next spring: in plenty of
time to provide the
proposed London Regional
Authority with the means to

do something positive about

strategic planning and
transport. In the mean-
time, we have a consul-
tative document from the
government which suggests
measures aimed to force
commuters to use public
transport. It invites sub-

missions and suggestions in
advance of a White Paper
next spring.

Groups 1ike The Islington
Society have an urgent duty
to initiate debates on ways
of achieving traffic reduc-
tion Tocally, We already
have a group of the Soci-
ety's  members, ted by
Norman Beddington, discus-
sing the problem with Coun-
cil officers; but to widen
the discussion further we
have, amongst other events,
our pubTlic debate on 26th
November (chaired by Roger
Blitz, editor of the High-
bury and Islington Express)
on the motion that "Isling-
ton would be a better place
without private cars".

4 Duncan Terrace
11 EDUARD SUESS
4l the geologist
it 1ived here
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Comment

A glance at our programme of forthcoming events
shows a great preponderance of meetings concerned
with traffic and transport. I explain below why I
make no apology for the number devoted to this
subject, but I do apologise for our failure to mix
them up a bit better. Our Tlast three public
meetings were about buildings: modern architecture,
housing and architectural history. Out of our next
five meetings, four are connected with transport.

The catalyst for the formation of The Islington
Society in 1960 was the threat to our stock of good
nineteenth-century buildings: a threat which arosr
from the lack of sites for new housing as land made
available by war damage and stum clearance was
gradually used up. We were not opposed to good,
modern architecture. However, we argued that our
Georgian streets and sguares were not only essen-
tial to the character of this corner of London but
that, rehabilitated, they would make better housing
than that provided by the typical, monolithic
blocks that were planned to replace them. We lost
the *“battle" over Union Square and Packingten
Street; but that became the cause celebre which
helped us to win the "war". And how right our
judgement turned out to be. Much of the 1960s
housing built in other areas has already been
disgraced and demolished: while the 1860s stock we
defended has been rehabilitated to provide satis-
factory accommodation within both the public and
private sectors.

Although we still need to be vigilant, especially
over poor quality conversions, the threat to his-
toric buildings has now been superseded by the
threat from increasing traffic as the major cause
for concern amongst those who cherish the physical
environment in which we live.

For the last decade Istington Council has had a
polticy of trying to reduce the traffic in the
Berough but has lacked the means to make the policy
effective, Now that the Council has the support of
the 1997 Road Traffic Reduction Act, it seems that
The Islington Society has an important and urgent
role to play in organising debates about ways in
which traffic reduction can be achieved: thus
reducing polluticn, improving the envircnment and
adding to the quality of 1ife of all those who live
or work in our Borough.

Harley Sherlock
Chairman

-
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Traffic Pollution

- What can we do about it?

7.30pm, Wednesday 8th October

An Islington Society public meeting at which Doug Gleave,
Local Agenda 21's Traffic and Pollution Working Group, and Paula Waldron,

Air Pollution Officer,

getting us bogged down in too much scientific jargon.

A bit Tike the situation on smoking a generation ago,
pollution and itl-health is apparently difficult to prove; but we all "know" it will be
proved sooner or later and that we exceed recognised guidelines on pollution levels at

our peril.

Co-ordinater of Islington
Islington's

will guide us through the intricacies of the subject without

the direct connection between

We also know that politicians are sufficiently sensitive to the issue for

it to be a useful weapon in the battle to curb excessive car use,

The talk will be on Wednesday 8th October in the Town Hall, Upper Street and starts at

7.30pm.

The number of planning
applications continues to
increase with a noticeable
proponderence of them in
the City fringe areas of
Finsbury and Clerkenwell,
The latest in a long line
of proposals for turning
offices 1into residential
use is the very large site
between Cowcross Street and
Albion Place which takes
its name from the '"Danish
Bacon'" warehouse. The
Warehouse and surrounding
‘buildings will be preserved
but the partially built
offices which occupy the
rest of the site will be
completed structurally and
mostly converted into
flats. The offices would
have been unlikely to pro-
vide wmany jobs for Tlocal
people and, as most people
who work in the City com~
mute from far away, it must
make sense to build accom-
modation for City workers
thus reducing the need for
long distance commuting.

The preponderance of cur-
rent applications in the
north of the Borough seems
to be for the sub-dividing

Major lLocal Planning Issues

of Tlarge Victorian houses
to provide several small
flats. Some of the inter-
nal planning of these con-
versions is to a very poor
standard but the planning
acts allow wvirtually no
contral over interiors,
even in conservation areas,
except when the buildings
are statutorily "listed" as
being of architectural or
historic merit. This could
be a possible but difficult
campaigning issue.

Probably the most signifi-
cant of the current plan-
ning applications are those
for the partial demolition
of the Marguess Estate, the
object of which is to re-
open the roads that previ-
ously ran through the area
with a view to making the
estate part of the stireet

pattern of the Borough
rather than set aside for
council housing. Without
well thought out traffic
management, the proposals
could tead to an increase
in the commuter traffic
through the area to the
detriment both of the
estate itseif and of some

-)-

of the surrounding roads.
But one of the conditions
of the outline permission
already granted 1is that
traffic  management pro-
posals must be subject to
public consultation and
Council approval before
work on the roads can
start.

Undoubtedly, the most con-
troversial planning appli-~
cation expected soon is
that for the expansion of
the Arsenal Football Club.
While many pecople want
Arsenal to remain in the
Borough, it is difficult to
see how Tocal residents can
be expected to tolerate the
compulsory purchase of
their homes or suffer even
more traffic on match days.

In the 1960s {when atten-
dances were higher than
those anticipated now)

everyone arrived on fecot or
by public transport. The
present trend 1is for ever
increasing numbers to
arrive by car. \Unless this
can be reversed it is dif-
ficult to see how Arsenal's
expansion can be accommo-
dated.
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Trams:

George Stern says that Upper Street, with its cafes,

More transport for less money
7.30pm, Wednesday 29th October

because it needs silent non-polluting public transport.

He argues that trams are the answer for London.
attract drivers away from their cars.

stay clear.
long term,

Quiet,
They are not obstructed as buses are - motorists

You get fifteen miles of tram track for one mile of tube line,
cheaper than buses.

restaurants and shops, needs trams

clean and efficient, they

Trams are,

Currently the taxpayer spends £1,000 million a year

subsidising motoring in London through road building and tax relief on company cars. A
tram based transport would cost the taxpayer less than is spent now.

On Wednesday, 29th October George Stern will talk to a joint meeting organised by The

Islington Society and

the Simon

Islington Town Hall, Upper Street at 7.30pm.

Wolff Charitable Foundation.

It will start 1in

A comprehensive wish list
of policy decisicns and
changes for London affec-
ting planning, conservation
and transportation has been
sent te the new Government
and other interested par-
ties by The London Forum of
Amenity and Civic Socie-
ties, of which The Isling-
ton Society is a founding
and leading member, The
Forum first applauded the
bringing together of land
use, transport and regional
policy 1in John Prescott's
super ministry. It urged
that the proposed Regional
Authority for London should
have an equally wide remit.

The Forum represents some
110 societies including
many  local associations
from all parts of greater
London and has, since its
formation in 1988, campaig-
ned, with members' support,
for an elected strategic
authority. It is not sur-
prising, therefaore, that
together with eighty per
cent of Londoners, it
warmly welcomes the Govern-
ment's plan for such an
authority.

London Government

It is preparing its detail-
ed response to the 61 ques-
tions in the green paper
"New Leadership for Lon-
don". This will take into
account responses received
from its members.

From discussions so far,
the Forum is Tikely strong-
ly to argue the case for a
strictly streamlined stra-
tegic authority, one of
whose key functions should
be the control of the whole
range of transport provi-
sion  through the London
Transport Authority. The
Forum will be making a
strong case for an effec-
tive role in the author-
tty's decision making for
London amenity societies.

It believes that the new
authority must pursue the
potential for cost savings
but have adeguate funding
including potential new
sources of revenue. Exam-
ples include a transport
levy on business, taxation
of non residential parking
and road pricing with
revenue spent on public
transport improvement.

-

There are crucial questions
on the roles and election
systems for the mayor and
the assembly. Proportional
representation using a
single transferable vote
appears to give the best
chance of representing the
diversity of Londoners’
views and interests and
ensuring that if the mavor
is to be directly elected
that person will have ftfo
win more than half of the
votes cast.

Marion Harvey, Chairman of
l.ondon Forum and past
Chairman of the Society,
and Harley Sheriock, Chair-
man of the Society, have
key roles in the prepara-
tion of the Forum's final
document which gives The
Islington Scciety a strong
say, Society members who
have wviews on the govern-
ment's proposals should be
sure to let either of them
know. Marion Harvey may be
contacted at London Forum,
70-77 Cowcross Street,
London EC1M 6BP - telephone
0171-250 0606, Harley
Sherlock's contact details
are in the panel on page 2.
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7.30pm,

Islington without cars

Wednesday 26th November

"Islington would be a better place without private cars" is the motion for a public
debate organised by The Islington Society and the Highbury & Islington Express. It
will discuss whether we have reached the point where the disadvantages of private cars

in urban areas are cutweighing their advantages.

Hall, Upper Street and will start at 7.30pm.

The debate will be at Islington Town

Chairman - Roger Blitz, Editor of the Highbury & Islington Express.

Proposing the motion -
resident.

Opposing the motion -
sentre.

Lynn

Brian Payton-Smith,

Sloman,

Manager,

Deputy Director of Transport 2000 and

Highbury Ford's Business

Tecal

Pealer

The proposers and opposers of the motion will be limited to ten minutes each for their

opening addresses and three minutes each for their summing up at the end.
So let's hear your views,

the evening is yours.

The rest of

Members voted at this
year's Annual General
Meeting for increased rates
of subscription, These
were effective immediately
for new members and from
tst January 1988 for exis-
ting members. It was re-
guested at the meeting that
members be given a banker's
srder form so that they
could instruct their banks
to pay subscripticons at the
new rate and this form is
enclosed.

The form may be used by
members either to change
existing instructions to
their bank or building
spciety or to set up a new
instruction. Please com-
plete and return it if you
have not already given your
bank fresh instructions.
Having vyour subscription
paid this way saves you and
the Society a lot of
trouble.

The annual
rates are

subscription
£20.00 for a

Subscriptions

corporate or business mem-
bership, £16.00 for a coup-
le or family and £8.00 for
a single persgn. The Soci-
ety is anxious not to ex-
clude anyone on financial
grounds and, in addition to
the usual concessions, will
accept a lower subscription
from anyone who feels that
it is appropriate to his or
her circumstances. Conces-
sions are 50% of the full
rate. However, the Society
will greatly appreciate re-
ceiving an increased amount
from any members who feel
that it would be appropri-
ate in their own cases to
add a donation to the sub-
scription due.

The form also allows for
taxpaying members to pay
under a deed of covenant
which would enable the
Society to recover from the
Intand Revenue a further
30% of the subscription
paid. Do complete this too
if you are a taxpayer and
expect to remain a member

“f

of the Society for at least
another four years.

a fTew
not vyet

Finally, there are
members who have
paid their subscriptions
for 1997. A final reminder
is enclosed for these. If
you are one of them, why
not pay the arrears by
cheque and enter dntoc a
banker's order for the
future so that this problem
does not arise again?

Canonbury Tower
Among those who
stayed here included
ARNE of CLEVES

Sir NALTER RALEIGH
FRANCIS BACON
OLIVER GOLDSMITH
WASHINGTON IRVING
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Arts and entertainment for everyone
7.30pm, Wednesday 28th January

As Islington continues to develop as an arts and cultural centre, what can be done to
make access to good quality libraries and adult education as easy as access to betting

shops and amusement arcades?

As more artistic enterprises are established,

is being reduced.

can the aspirations of the entire local community be met?

cultural support for the whole community
Are we to become a Borough of artistic excellence for the few? How

Liz Roberts, Islingteon's Chief Librarian, will talk to a joint meeting of The Islington
Scciety and Friends of Islington Libraries (FQIL) at Islington Town Hall at 7.30pm on

Wednesday 28th January,

New River Walk

The Canonbury Grove section
of the New River Walk was
closed on 22nd September
for the second and final
stage of its refurbishment.
Si1t removal will begin on
1st October and is due to
be completed before the
Christmas holidays and it
is hoped to include some
cleaning out of the Douglas
Road ponds in this periocd.

Tenders have been invited
for the 1installation cof a
new pump and circulation
pipework which is program-
med to start early in
January. A1l work, includ-
ing landscape restoration,
is due to be completed fn
time for the park to be re-
cpened in April 1988,

The Friends of the New
River Walk were saddened by
the sudden death in August
of John Garrnett. He was a
founder member and vice
chairman with responsibil-
ity for masterminding the
highiy successful fund rai-
sing campaign which raised
£40,000 of matching finance
required to obtain the
grant from the National
l.ottery Heritage Fund.

John will be greatly missed
by his many friends, by all
who unknowingly benefited
from his hard work, wise
counsel and infectious en-
thusiasm and at the New
River Walk celebration par-
ty planned for June 1988,

National Trust at the
Aggie

Country Living magazine is
hosting a special opening
of the The Country Living
Christmas Fair in aid of
the National Trust on
Wednesday 12th November at
the Business Design Centre.
The fair has, under one
roof, all the ingredients
for a traditional Christmas

- fTine foods and wines,
gifts, decorations, child-
ren's toys and wrappings.
Tickets for this evening
cost £12.50 plus booking
fee and the Trust will
receive £5.50 for every
ticket sold. To book
tickets, call the  hox

office on 0120-767 4757,

While in Seasonal mood,
I.5.NEWS takes this oppor-
tunity to wish all its rea-
ders a merry Christmas and
a happy New Year,

-f-

Brochure

The Islington Society needs
more members. Adjacent
Tocal amenity societies
have larger memberships and
there is no reason why the
Society should lag behind
them. A recruitment prog-
ramme is being worked out
by the Executive Committee
but the most effective form
of recruitment 1is through
existing members.

The Society now has a
recruitment brochure avail-
able. It tells about th:
objectives and achievements
of the Society and incor-
porates an enrolment form
with a banker's order and
deed of covenant. Printed
on a single A3 sheet and
folded into Teaflet size of
210mm x 99mm it fits into a
standard leaflet holder and
easily goes through a
standard letter box!

Supplies may be obtained
from Sondra Beecroft, the
Society's Secretary, or Jim
Lagden, Membership Secre-
tary. Their contact de~
tails are in the panel on
page 2. Please obtain some
and put them to good use in
recruiting new members,
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Society's Annual Members' Dinner
7.15 for 7.45pm, Wednesday 18th March 1998

Responding to suggestions made in reply to the Society's Members' survey earlier this
year, the Committee has decided to hold a members' dinner. It will be a purely social
affair with no official guests though members may bring one guest each. It is hoped
that it will become an annual event.

The dinner will be at Marsden's Restaurant, 189 Upper Street, N1 on Wednesday, 18th
March 1998, Members are invited to be there by 7.13pm so that dinner can be served at
7.45pm. There is to be a cheoice, including a vegetarian option, on the menu. The
meal, including three courses, wine and coffee will cost £25.00 a person including
service. There will be a cash bar for drinks both before and after dinner.

As numbers are T1imited, tickets will be allotted to members on a first come, first
served basis. Applications must be accompanied by a remittance covering the cost.
Regrettably, refunds for cancellations made after 31st January can only be given if the
tickets are re-sold.

So, to avoid disappointment, apply now on the application form below and come along and
help make this a memorable occasion.

The Islington Scociety's Annual Members' Dinner - Application for tickets

Please photocopy this form or cut it cut, complete it in CAPITAL letters and return it,
with your payment, to:

Sondra Beecroft, Secretary, The Islington Society
24 Islington Park Street, lLondon N1 1PX

Names, as to be written on place card for seating plan, of:

=210 R R R R R
.Partner/Guest ..........................................................................
AdAress OF MeMDEr . Lot e e s e e s e e e e
Postcode. . ...ooo vt Contact telephone number. .. . vt i i i et e s e
Please send me ..... {number) ticket(s) for The Islington Society's Members' Dinner at
7.15pm for 7.45pm on Wednesday, 18th March 1998 for which I enclose my remittance for
. (£25.00 a person - chegues should be payable to The Islington Society). I
understand that refunds for cancellations wmade after 31st January cannot be given

unless the tickets are re-sold.

o o o= T 1 o= 2 Date.. oo vrinrnnnn.
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The Development of the Anderson's Yard Site

History

It was reported in the Tast
issue of 1.5. NEWS that the
Anderson's Yard Campaign
Group had merged with The
IsTington Society. Those
who have been involved 1in
the AYCG will know how, in
1989 and 1980, local people
campaigned  against Imry
Merchant's plan to desiroy

the cid Colilins Music Hall
building and construct a
massive office block of

monumental proporticns fac-
ing Istington Green.

The AYCG undertook exten-
sive research into what
local people wanted on the
site which 1is bounded by

Islington Green, Upper
Street, Gaskin Street and
Essex Road. It persuaded

the Council to reject Imry
Merchant's plans. It raised
funds to argue the case
against the developer's
appeal which was eventually
turned down by the Depart-
ment of the Environment.

The AYCG then worked at
suggesting ways in which
the site could be developed
in Tine with the wishes of
the community. However,
the recession, especially
in property, struck and for
many years the site remain-
ed mainly derelict apart
from some shops leasing
spaces around the edges of
the site. MNow the economy
is recovering and exciting
developments are taking
place at last.

Housing
Everyone will have seen the

cranes above the centre of
the Anderson's Yard site.

Grove World's housing is

now being buiit, There
will be 83 new one, two or
three bedroom apartments.

The first block should be
completed in May 1998,

In the centre of the site
there will be a health
ctub, with a swimming pool,
which should be opened 1in

May 1998. There will also
be retail units and a
restavrant on the Essex
Road side. Behind these
there be a through route, a
feature which the local
community reguired, which
will be open from dawn to
dusk, and a garden. An

application has been made
to the Council to name this

upper area of the site
Anderson's Sguare. It is
planned that the whole
development will be
completed by late 1998 or
early 1989,

Theatre on Islington Green

"The Collins Music Hall",
which has Sally Green as
Director and Acting Chair-
man, has already, with the
help of a grant from the
National Lottery, drawn up
plans for a Theatre in the
old Coltins Music Hall
space next to Waterstone's
bookshop. The main plans
have already been granted
plarning permission by the
Council. These are for a
550 to 700 seat theatre
which will convert easily
from a proscenium end stage
to a thrust stage simitar
to that used by the Swan
Theatre in Stratford.

The Royal Shakespeare Com-
pany is actively involved
in promoting the scheme and

-§-

would hope to use the thea-
tre for about six months of
the vyear; the Marnchester

Royal Exchange is also
interested in the space for
about three months each
year; other high quality

touring companies will be
attracted to the space at
other times. A bar, cafe,
art gallery and rehearsal
space are also planned for
the site. The mwain en-
trance to the theatre wil!
be off Islington Green nexi
to the Waterstone's fron-

tage; discussions about
pedestrianising Islington
Green are under way with
the Council.

Currently, however, these
exciting plans hang 1in the

balance. The Lottery panel
of +the Arts Council now
prefers to phase Lottery
awards rather than granting
the whole sum initially.
The Criterion Theatre Trust
is submitting an interim
application for a £600,000

grant to  fund  further
architectural development
and marketing research i

support of the main appli-
cation for funding. This
interim application is
being considered in mid
September and the decision
should be known in mid to
end September. If this
application 1is successful
the additional development
work can be submitted after
Christmas to support the
main application. It is
hoped that a decision on
the full application would
be available in March.
Supporters can now only
wait, with fingers crossed,
for the project to be be
granted the funding to go
ahead.
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The Society's Conservation and Planning Committee

Hackney to Chelsea Line

Planning for the Hackney to
Chelsea tube line <conti-
nues. Currently the route
is safeguarded. In Isling-
ton, the route runs through
Kings Cross to the Angel,
on to Essex Road and thence
to Hackney.

During 1895, the travelling
pubiic was consulted for
“heir views on alternative
“outes. These mostly con-
cerned the south end of the
line but 1in Islington it
was suggested that the line
should go from Kings Cross
direct to Highbury and on
to Hackney.

Many respondents, including
this Society, objected to
the proposal that the line
might omit Angel and Essex
Road Stations. The line's
project office has now
acknowledged that the safe-
guarded route 1is the one
most favoured by the con-
sultees.

‘ne consultation process
clearly confirmed that the
line would be a most wel-
come addition tc the capi-
tal's transportation system
but don't hold your breath.

Construction is 1likely to
take five years and before
that starts there 1is the
small matter of £2 billion
to find.

Replacement railings

It is good to see railings
that were removed as part
of the war effort being
replaced. Unfortunately,
in many cases, the replace-
ments being erected in

conservation areas do not
property reflect the origi-
nal designs. In parti-
cular, uprights tend to be
the wrong shape and size
and spedars to be Tixed
close to the top rail.
Spears should be carried up
on  the upright, some way
cltear of the horizontal
rail, with the uprights ex-
tended down inte the stone
plinth, The joints between
the upright and the plinth
should be waterproofed with
hot run lead,

There are plenty of con-
tractors able to do this
job  properly. Harriet
Hawkes of the Borough's
Conservation Department is
happy to answer gueries or
provide drawings showing
suitable details.

Wynford House

Good news on this scheme.
The Council has accepted
the proposals put forward
by Avanti, a well respected
firm of architects. They
will now work up a detailed
scheme which includes the
retention and renovation of
the existing buildings,

Copenhagen Street

The Council has recently
rejected a planning app-
tication for housing adja-
cent to the Church of the
Blessed Sacrament in Copen-
hagen Street because the
proposals take insufficient

account of the need for
access to open spaces in
the area. This outcome is

& reflection of the con-
siderable campaigning zeal
of Society member Lisa Pon-
tecorvo.

Buildings at risk

The Borough's Conservation
Department keeps a tist of
buildings 1in Conservation
Areas that are poorly main-
tained, empty or neglected.
These are termed "Buildings
at  risk", Once on the
register, the owners are
identified and then pressed
to give the buildings the
Tove and care that they
need.

This process has been going
on for a number of years.
Regular reports are made to
the Council's Conservation
Advisory Committee and some

useful progress has been
achieved.

Friern Manor Dairy, with
tiled pictures of rural
bliss on the walls, has
been rescued from its semi
derelict state as a car

repair shop and has opened
as an up market pub. The
role in this of the Isling-
ton Buildings Preservation
Trust is described on page
11 of this issue,

The Leysian Mission near
01d Street roundabout nar-
rowly avoided demolition
and has now been converted
into flats with shops on
the ground floor.

No. 396 City Road stands
in a prominent position to
the east of the clocktower
at the Angel crossroads but
has been sheathed in scaf-
folding and tattered poly-
thene sheeting for two
years, Now 1t has been
bought by a firm of soli-
citers who plan to convert
the building inte good
guality offices.
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Islington's Conservation Advisory Committee

There have been

relatively few matters affecting Conservation

Buildings in recent months, partly due to the election.
concerns to keep the Conservation Advisory Commitiee occupied, including those raised

by The Islingten Society.

Some are discussed below.
Cable London

The trial of an underground
cable cabinet 1in Highbury
Place ran for eight months,
from November 1996, and was
a success, This pattern
can now be used 1in parti-
cularly sensitive  areas
where there are no places
within the necessary dis-
tance from individual dwel-
lings for the siting of
above ground cabinets. Is-
lington has been singularly
successful in forcing Cable
lLondon to consider this
solution, in large part due
to the fuss made by this
Society and the knowledge
of Councillor Paul Jdackson,
Chair of the CAC, who was
able +to call the cable
company's bluff when t{hey
said below ground cabinets
were not possible,

Roger Mears, the Society's
representative on the CAC,
tried to monitor the posi-
tioning of cabinets in Con-
servation Areas from marked
up drawings submitted by
Cable London after the
Tayouts had been decided.
He was extremely upset when
their positioning in Gibson
Square gardens, and the
mutilation of the adjacent
York stone pavement proved
so disastrous. 5o he spent
Friday mornings over a
period of three months this
summer walking the streets
of Conservation Areas with
Alec Forshaw, the Borough's
Conservation Officer, and

Jim Martin of Cable London

deciding ahead of time
where cabinets might be
acceptable. It proved pos-
sible to Tfind sufficient
satisfactory ‘locations in
most areas but half a dozen
remain in which it will be
necessary to install cabi-
nets below ground. Resi-
dents should now be able to
use cable television and
telephone without the ne-
cessary eguipment becoming
an eyesore, Many other
boroughs were not so lucky.
In Bloomsbury cabinets are
often right in front of
Listed Buildings.

Raitings

The suggestion was made 1in
the recent Members' Survey
that, as a Millenium Pro-
ject, some of the cast iron
railings in the Borough
might be painted their ori-
ginal colours. Analysis of
samples of paint from early
railings showed that most
were painted dark green for
most of their 1life; black
was introduced only since
the second world war. The
idea that groups of resi-
dents might club together
to paint the railings of an
entire terrace or sguare at
one time was given a cau-
tious welcome, reservations
being expressed about the
necessity of avoiding a
piecemeal effect and about
a change from the colour
which 1is now accepted as
the '"correct" one. The
Islington Gazette ran this
as its front page story!

-1(-

Areas and Listed

Despite this, there have been

Hat and feathers

The Hat & Feathers Conser-
vation Area, at the corner
of 01d Street and Goswell
Road, was initially decla-
red in order to save the
Hat and Feathers public
house, which 1s now bein
restored, from demolition.
The area has recently been
extended to include a
significant part of the
adjoining area which is of
similar character. Unfor-
tunately, the move was made
too late to save the works
of the The Great Gas Manu-
factory belonging to the

"Chartered" Gas Light and
Coke Company. It was one
of the first three gas

factories in the world,
where experimentation took
place over the period from
about 1858 to 1871 in
producing coal gas for sale
to the public. When th

owners got wind of th

possible declaration they
demolished the buildings
and with them, it s
feared, much of the archae~
ological remains.

Upper Street high pavement

The Highways Agency plans
for improvement of the bus
stops and ramps at the
Angel appear to have been
put on the back burner.
The Society pressed the
Council to exert pressure
on the Agency to bring the
proposals, which were at an
advanced stage of prepar-
ation, back into the prog-
ramme.
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Islington Building Preservation Trust

The Istington Building
Preservation Trust (IBPT)
entertained its Friends and
supporters at a celebration
of the Trusts' first five
vears. This special event
was held on Tuesday, 3rd
June in the impressive but
rarely seen surroundings of
the Grand Hall at Finsbury
Town Hall, one of the buil-
dings in the Trust's on-
going caselcad.

wavid Gibson, Chairman of
the IBPT, architect and
Executive Committee member
of The Islington Society,
welcomed the guests and
introduced Alec Forshaw,
Directer of the Trust and
Islingten Council's Conser-
vation Officer, who talked
about projects that the
Trust has completed and
some that are ongoing or
vet to be started. Jack
Morris, Director of the
Trust and Chairman of the
Business Design Centre,
explained the scheme for
enrciling Corporate Friends
. f the Trust for a once for
" o171 subscription to see the
Trust over its financial
commitments of the next
three years after which it
is planned to be financial-
ly self supporting.

Background

The IBPT was initiated at a
meeting of the local amen-
ity sccieties on Islington
Council's Conservation Ad-
visory Committee but s
wholly dindependent of the
Council. The local author-
ity and English Heritage
have duties and powers
under various Planning Acts
to protect the listed
buildings. Unfortunately,

there are cases where the
Council 1s unable to act
because of conflicting du-
ties or financial or Tlegal
constraints or does not
through a Tlack of will.
This applies to privately
owned buildings as well as
those in Council or Govern-
ment ownership. There are
many good buildings, too,
which are important Tlocal-
ly, but not statutorially
Tisted and with which the
Council has wvery Tlittle
power to intervene.

This is where IBPT comes
in. It can provide inde-
pendent technical advice,
backed by local knowledge.
It can research the back-
ground to particular prob-
lems and act as enabler or

negotiator between owners
and the authorities. Where
there are complex legal,

financial or administrative
circumstances, it can apply
pressure or npegotiate to
unravel the problems. The
Trust can act as an inde-
pendent agent to deal with
complicated funding or con-
tractual issues.

The Trust has been espec-
ially successful in helping
to raise funds for buil-
dings, monuments really,
that have no commercial
value. Much of 1its work
has been with public
spaces, parks and railings.

Casework

Its casework approach,
initially based on the
English Heritage register

of Buildings at Risk, has
given more flexibility than
concentrating on one or two
restoration projects alone.

11

Buildings can oguickly de-
teriorate when they are
neglected because of a

change of ownership or
through being left empty.
Equally quickly, they cease
to be "at risk'" with new,
sympathetic owners and res-
toration work.

There are successes, re-
maining causes for concern
and continuing cases. Some
of these will be Tooked at
in this and future 1issues
of I.S. NEWS.

Two completed cases

Number 3 Highbury Place was
the IBPT's first case. Af-
ter pressure on the owners,
in support of the Council
and English Heritage, the
builtding has been handsome-
ly restored. It is now
tet, in beneficial use, and
removed from the Buildings
at Risk register.

Friern Manor Diary, Crouch
Hill 1is an eye-catchiug,
decorative building. A

condition survey of its
fabric, with an estimate of
its cost, was provided by
the Trust for the use of
the Council and English
Heritage use 1in assessing
the extent of work needed
to the building. Urgent
repair notices were issued
on the basis of this
survey., The Trust arranged
for minor repairs to broken
gate pivots to be carried
out, this early work pre-
venting more serious, long
term damage. The building
has now being repaired and
converted into a public
house.

To be continved in a Future Issve,
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Were you there?

After the Great Fire

London After the Great Fire - Design
and Development from 1660 to 1720 was
the sybject of aa informative, enter-
taining and illustrated talk with ex-
quisite stigdes. In the lively debate
afterwards Elizabeth Mckellar of Birk-
beck College demonstrated the extra-
ordinary breadth of her scholarship.

It is perhaps right %o asssme that
London is the “uaplamned" city that
just grew. It is certainly right to
assume that 1666 led to buildisg
regulations related to the spread of
fire but it is wrong to assume that it
also led to the birth of what little
forma) planning the capital has,

Uatil at least 1800 the main structure
of London's ferrace housing was
usually timber framing baut sueh buil-
dings were brick faced and separated
by brick party walls. And this combi-
nation of timber and brickwork gave us
@ hierarchy of well designed, standar-
dised town housing.

Probably the finest of all "Georgian"
squares was built at fovent Garden by
Inigo Jones several years before the
Fire, aad the best part of a century
before the Georgian era began! Chris-
topher ¥Wren's Great Plan for a new
Londor was virtwally ignored, as was
John Evelyn's, Qut of the typically
Englishk muddle, however, there grew
eventuaily a form of good, simphe
domestic architecturs which lasted a
hupdred years and from which lessons
can still be learned,

Geoffrey Gribble Award

The presentation, or Wednesday 11th
June, of The Islingten Soriety's 1947
Geoffrey Gribble Award was made by the
Mayor of Islingten, {1ir Rupert Perry.
The award is givean for a recently
completed new or refurbished buitding
preject and this year was was made to
St Luke's Lhurchyard in 014 Street.
It has bees restored from being a

This is some of what you may have missed.

vandat riddea dump into a churchyard
appropriate to the Grade 1 listed
church  that 1t serrounds and &
pleasant open space in which to sit,
A bronze plague set in the paving com-
nemorates the award, the first given
to a space rather than a building.

Maniey Memorial Pub Craw}

The weather in the early evening of
Friday, 20th June, was about as mis-
erable as it gets in June. Rain was
sheating down and the wind eas
ensuring that everything got wet.
Jevertheless, an intrepid band was at
the Crown in {lerkenwell Green.

hgain, the evening was guided by
Andrew Bosi, best known as a very
active cogncillor and less well known
as a campaigner te preserve noble
institutions such as real pubs. Biid
Manley, whose sister was among the
Memorial Group, liked his beer and
really did treat his local pubs as
homes from home,

With perversity, the weather improved
to become a pleasant evening i which
one could stand ouwtside the generally
crowded and semetimes noisy pubs. It
was fen. We went from the Lrown tfo
the Sekforde Arms to the Betsey
Trotwoad an¢ the Lamb in Farringdon
Road where Andrew gave his first
rendition from &ilbert aad Sullivan.
Or to the Jerusalem Tavern for duets
from Councillors Bosi and Tibbs with a
backiag group includiag Folly Sherlock
and Lisa Psatecorve. Visits to The
Castle and The Smithfield Tavern weund
up & worthy memorial pub crawl!

Istington in 2029

Predictions in the early 196035 of what
the U.K. and London would look like in
25 years were well wide of the mark.
The proiected London popuiation of 5
aillion is now 6.2 mitlion and grow-
ing. More people do werk from home
but most still travel to werk. Car
ownership has doubled but vehicles and

-12-

pedestrians do not use separate space.

S, lam Crawley, the planning chief in
Islington's Technical & Environmental
Services Department, was reluctant to
give the Society's meeting on Wednes-
day, 2nd July, his persoral predic-
tions for Isliagton ia 20620.  But,
fascinatingly, he did.

The population of the Borough, which
peaked at the beginning of this
century at 440,000 and dropped fo iic
lowest point following World War ;
has now gone up to 380,000 aad will
ingrease to around 210,068 by 2029.
This increase is possible because of
additienal,  unanticipated  housing
space heing available. 1,000 wnits in
Clerkenwell have been converted from
commercial ard industrial use because
of the fashion for loft living and
more units, probably 2,000, are now
under comstructior, Space which will
not again be wused industrially will
free up Yarqe areas for housing around
Smithfield, Kings Cross and the Whit-
tington site in Archway after the hos-
pital has bees rebuilt,

There will be substantial commitment
to public transport investment anst
restraint of private car use. Fa
ringdon will be the most accessible
place in South East England! The East
London line exteasion will bring pas-
sengers up fhrough the Kimgsland Read
area to Highbury Station. Thameslink
2000 will be greatly extended at each
end and the frequency of traias will
be tripled from 6 to 24 ar hour in
pach direction. The trains wili use a
re-modetled Farringdor Station and a
naw station at $§t Pancras. The
Channel Tunnel Rail Liak will bring
not only Chanael Tunnel trains but
alse commuter trgins from Xent into a
transformed St Pancras Station, The
Chelsea te Hackney Lime will ease
pressure on the West End section of
the Victoria Line, the busiest part of
the tube system, and rua through Kings
Cross and the Angel and under Essex
Road to Hackney.
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OTHER ISLINGTON SOCIETIES

If you would Tike a Society in Islington with which you are involved te be considered for listing here, please contact the

Publications' Editor (see panel on page 2) with details.

He will need to know the name of the Society, a brief summary of

its activities, the name, address and telephone number of a contact person and amything else that you think is interesting

about it,

We are always looking for Societies which fall within the objectives of The Islington Society and may be of

interest to its members. Corrections to any of the Vistings should also be given to the Publications' Editor

Anwell Society
8 Cumberland Gardens
London WE1X 9AG

Contact Jane Wainwright

Telephone 0171-837 8732

Aetivities: Conservation and amenity
‘ety based in the coaservation area

bounded by Kings Cross Rd, Pentonville

Rd ard Rosebery Ave.

Ange] Association
19 Haverstock Street
Loadon N1 8BL

Gontact Vicky Wisher

Telephone 0171-253 0243

Activities: Amenities aad
conservation saciety for St Peter's
Hard; registered charity; affiliated
to the Civic Trust,

Canenbury Society
89 Canonbury fload
Loadoa N1 2DG

_iact John Lapthorng
Telephone 0171-359 5144
Activities: The principal aim of
the Society is to conserve the special
character of Canonbury,

Clerkenwell Wusic Series {Friends of)
Magaolia House

131 The High Street

Swanage

Dorset BH19 2NB

Contact Oswalde Guerra y Vilar
Telephone 01929-422100

Activities: Support the activities of
the Clerkenwell Husic Saries.

FOIL {Friengs of Islington Libraries)
347 Liverpoo] Road
London N1 1ML

Contact Kathleen Frenchmas

Telephone 0471-607 2665

Activities: FOIL campaigns for public
libraries of the highest possible
quality: meetings are conversatioas
with promineat local authors or
discussions on local library issues.

Islington Archaeology & History
Society, B Wynyatt Street
London ECTV THU

Contact Catherine Brighty

Telephone 0§71-833 1541

Activities: Monthly talks September
to June; occasionat visits and walks:
quarterly newsletter; publications on
IsTington's histery, architecture and
archaeoiogy.

Islington Beat Club
16-34 Graham Street
London N1 8JX

fontact Liz Applaton

Telephone 0171-253 4778

Activities: A water adventure
playground & youth cenire for young
people aged 9-18. Open eveaings & week
ends term time, every day in holidays
& at haif term for activities on and
of f site.

Isliagton Chamber of Commerce & Trade
64 Essex Road
Loadon N1 BLR

Contact Jemnie Tuydell

Telephone 9171-226 1593

Betivities: Islingten Chamber of
Commerce represents, promotes and
enhances businesses in the barough,

Islington Chinese Association
33 Giesbach Road
London N19 3PA

Contact Katy Tsa Blair
Telephone G171-263 5986

13-

Activities: Advice sessions, 5 day
lunchaon club, meals at home for older
people, women's group, youth group,
cultyral & educational activities,

Islingion Gardeners
§ Dagmar Passage
London N1 20N

fontact Betty Taylor

Talephone 0171-226 2420

Activities: Garden Seciety for amy
Islington resident interested in
gardening, offering talks, shows,
competitions and coack trips and
garden centre discounts.

[siington Mussum {The Frieads of)
268 Upper Street
Loaden ¥1 204

Gontact Jim Lagden

Telephone 0171-267 9100

Activities: The Friends support the
Museum practicaily and financially and
statf it oa a volurtary basis.

Islington Narrow Boat Association
76 %oel Road
London N1 B8HB

Coatact {rystal Hale

Telephona 0171-226 4597

Activities: Operates 70 ft narrow
boat designed for Islington community
groups & schools for day trips and
week engd and six day cruises;
available for private hire. (Bookings
0171-267 3722).

London Caral Museum
12-13 New ¥harf Road
London N1 9RT

Contact Martin Sach
Telephone 0171-713 0836
Activities: Huseum of canals and

continued on next page
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OTHER SOCIETIES
continued from page 13

waterways, housed ia former Carle
Gatti ice hoyse by Battlebridge Basin
and open every day except Monday,
Permanent & special exhibitions,
lectures & events.

Museen of the Order of St John
§t Johr's Lane
Loadon EC1H 4DA

Contact Pamela Willis

Telephone (171-253 6644

Activities: Isliagton - From Crusads
to First Aid! Museum open 10-5 Hon-
Fri, 10-4 Sat. Tours of Tudor St
Jokn's Gate, Grand Priory Church &
12th Century Crypt 11 & 2,30 Tue, Fri
& Sat,

New River Walk (Friends of the)
3 Hope Close

Wallace foad

Loadon N1 2Y$

fontact Joha Tasker

Telephone 0171-354 3363

Activities: Sepport ard the raisiag
of matching funding for the successful
Lottary bid to restore the New River
Walk and its pords.

Sadlers Wells Islington Group {SWING)
Sadiers Wells Fouadation

23 Islington Kigh Street

London N1 8LG

Contast David Gladstone

Telephone 0171-713 0754

Activities: SWING's immediate
objective is the fundiag of a foyer in
the new Sadlers Wells Theatre - target
sum £259,000,

Tower Theatre {Friands of the)
Cananbury Tower

Canaabury Place

London N1 2NQ

Contact Abby-Lee Knight

Telephone 9171-226 5111

Activities: Promete activities for
the support of the Tower Theatre;
programse of events for Friends.

ISLINGTON EVENTS' GUIDE

The events' guide gives you information about events takiag place in Islingten
over the next five months. Booking priority may be given to nmembers of the
sponsering organisation which may request a donatica from non members or make a
charge which is not shown or there may be concessiens available. This guide is
believed to be accurate but you should check details of events which you would

like to attend.

Contact the Publications' Editor (see pamel on page 2) if you are involved in
evests taking place ia the Borough during the period from February to July 1998
and would Tike them to be considered for inclusicn ir the next events' quide. He
will need to know, by 15th Jaauary, brief details of the event, where and when it
is taking place, the admission price and the organiser's name and 'phone number

dctober

Wed 1 ti%1 April 1088, Canenbury
Grove section of New River Walk ¢losed
for final stage of refurbishment.

Sat 4. The Making ¢f a Meadow. Come
along asd lend Dominic 0'Neil a hand
in preparing an area in Barnsbury Wood
to make a meadow. Free. Ring Islington
Ecology Centre on 0171-354 5162 for
details. Islington Wildlife Diary.

Tue 7-3G Nov. Waterways Rescue, Past,
Present & Future. Exhibition at Londen
{enal Museum, 12 ¥ew Wharf Road, Nf,
0171-713 0836,

Wed 8.  Traffic Pollution: What Can
We Do About It? Talks by Boug Gleave,
{o-ordinator of Local Agenda 21's
Traffic & Poltution ¥orking Group, aad
Payla Waldron, Islington's Air
Pollution Officer. 7.30pm Islington
Tows Hall, Gpper Street, N1, The
Isliagton Society, 0171-253 5879,

Thu 9. Twenty Years of Waterways
Campaign Rallies. A lecture by Arthar
Farrand Radley, Vice president IHA,
Londen Region. 7 for 7.30pm. London
Canal Musewm, 12 New Wharf Road, 1.
9171-713 08386,

Sat 11,14-18, Tower Theatre. The Dark
Is Light Enough by Christopher Fry.
7.30pm {Matinee Oct 12, Jpm}. Box
office 0171-226 3633.

Sug 12, Harvest of the Headow. A
fungal foray around the Gillespie Park

-14-

Nature Reserve Yed by Clifford Davey
gne of London's leading mushroom
experts. 2-4pm. Free. Islington
Ecology Centre, Drayton Park, N5,
Islington Wildlife Diary 0171-354
5162,

Wed 15. Walkiag the Triangle: River
Lea, New River and Regent's Canal.
Talk by Mike Gray, Chairman, Friends
of Suttoa House. Bpm, Islington Town
Hall, Uppar St, N1, £1 (conc. 50p)
from aon members. Isiinagton
Archaeology & History Society. 0171~
833 1541,

Wed 15-9 Hov. Qut of Many - One,
Celebrating Islington's cultures -
Exhibition recreating a 1960s African-
Caribbean front room. Mgsic, dance, '
story tetling, crafts and food.
Wednesday to Saturday flam to Spm,
Sunday 2pm to dpm, Islington Huseus,

268 Upper Street, N1. G171-354 9442,

Thy 16-30 Nov. Glass, Light and
Space. The work of 13 glassmakers who
are pioneering the use of glass om an
arghitectural scale and in
architectural spaces. Crafts founcil,
443 Pentonville Road, ¥1. 0171-278
7760,

Sat 18, Trees in Toague. A poetic
appreciation of the trees of the
Parktand Walk including simple
craative writing exercises for all to
join. 2-4pm. Free, Meet Richard Meyers
at Crouch #ill Recreation Centre,
Grouch #i11, W19, Islington Wildkife

Lontinued on next page
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EVENTS
continved from page 14

Diary G171-354 5162,

Sat 25,28-31. Tower Theatre. Road by
dim Cartwright. 7.3pm (Matinee Oct
26, 3pm). Box office 0171-226 3623,

Wed 29. Trams: More trassport fer
1ess money. A talk by Gegrge Stern who
claims that trams, quiet, clean and
efficient, are the answer for lLondon,
7.30pm Istington Town Hall, Upper
Sireet, N1. The Istington Sociaty
- fotly with Simon Wolff Charitable
Foungation, 0171-253 5979,

November

Sun 2. Autumn Colour. A guided walk
around the Gitiespie Park Local Hature
Reserve with a special emphasis on
autumn colowr, 2-3pm. Free, Meet
Dominic 0'Neil at Islington Ecology
Centre, Drayton Park, N3. Islingten
Wildlife Diary 0171354 5162,

Tue 4, City Foxes. The urban fox is
one of the great success stories of
our time, They can now be found in
gvery part of Islingtoa, even as close
to the ity as Clerkenwell. Talk pre-
septed by Trevor Williams of the "Fox

sject™. 7-9pm. Free. Islington Ecol-
ogy Centre, drayton Park, N5. Isling-
ton Wildlife Diary 0171-354 5162,

Tue 4. A special meeting to celebrate
Natioaal Libraries Week with Michae}
Ignatieff. 7.30pm. free, all welconme,
Isliagton Town Hall, Upper Street, N1,
Friends of Islington Libraries {FOIL)
0171-607 2665,

Sat 8,11-15. Tower Theatre. The il
on the Fioss adapted for stage by
Helen Edmundson from George Eliot's
novel. 7.30pm (Hatinee Nov ¢, 3pm),
Box office 0171-226 3633

Fri 13. Buildings of Loadon's 18th
and 19th Century River Front. A
iecture by Chris £1iners, Museum of
London & Project Co-ordinator Museun
in Docklands, 7 for 7.30pm. London

Caral Mgseum, 12 New Wharf Read, M1.
0171-713 0836,

¥ad 19, Johr Grooms - Past, Present &
Futvre. Talk by Keith Wendon, Diregtor
of Fundraising & Commynications. 8pm,
Islington Town Hatl, Upper St, Nt, £i
{cong, 50p) from non members.
Islington Archaeotogy & History
Society. 0171-833 1541,

fled 19-30. Art By Under Fives. &
fresh look at spontaneous art from
Islington playgroups. Wednesday to
Saturday 1am to Spm, Sunday 2pm to
dpm, 1slington Museum, 268 Upper
Street, N1. 0171-354 9442,

Sat 22,24,26,28. Tower Theatre. April
in Paris by John Godber. 7.30pm
(Matinea Nov 29, 3pm). Bax office
0171-226 3633,

Sun 23, Trees, Hyth aad Magic. An
open day at Barnsbury Wood focussing
or the folklore of the trees, 2-4pm.
Free. Meet Dominic 0'Neil at Barasbury
#ood, Crescent Street N1. Islington
Wildlife Diary 017:-354 5162,

Tue 25. AGH of the London Forum
followed by "New Architecture in
Historic Places", a talk by Richard
Maclormac, Past Presideat, RIBA and
inceming President, London Forum. Boum.
1T Cowcross Street, ECT. Bookings Fred
Trollope 0181-699 8197,

Tue 25,27,2%. Tower Theatre.
September in the Rain by John Godber
7.30pm {(Matinee Nov 23, 3pm). Box
office 0171-226 3633,

Wed 26, The motion for debate is
"Islington Wourld Be a Better Place
#ithout Private Cars®. Proposed by
Lyan Slomar, Deputy Director of
Transport 2080, Opposed by Brian
Payton-Smith, Manager, Highbury Ford's
Business Dealer Centre and Chaired by
Roger 81itz, Editor of the Highbury &
[slington Express. 7.30pm at Isiington
Town Hall, Upper Street, N1, Organised
jeintly by The Islington Society and
the Highbury & Islington Express.
0171-253 5979,

December

Tue 2-4 Jan. Canal Art and Painted
{anal Ware. Exhibition at lLondon Cana
Museum, 2 New ¥harf Road, N1. 0§71-
713 0838,

Tue 2. The Islington Society.
Meetings of Executive and Planning &
Conservation Committess,

Wed 3-24. Christmas frackers
Exhibition. & selling exhibition of
contemporary ¢rafts providing an
epportunity to buy marvellous, hand
produced gifts made in Istington.
Prices from £10 up. Wednesday to
Saturday 11am to 5Spm, Sunday 2pm to
4pa, Islington Museym, 268 Upper
Street, ¥1. 0171-354 9442,

Sat 6. Silhouettes. A winter tree
identificaticn walk along the Parkland
Walk. 2,36-3.30pn. Free. Meet Richard
Meyers at Crouch Hill Recreation
Centre, Crouch Hill, Ni9. Islington
Wilglife Diary 0171-354 5162,

Sat 8. Concert by Haydn Chamber
Orchestra conducted by Andrew Shulman,
solaist Simon 8lendis - vielin.
Programme to include Barber's Violin
Concerto, 8pm. Christ Church, Highbury
Grove, N5. Tickets £6 from Is)ingion
Music, $hitlingford Street, N1, 0171-
354 3195,

Sun 7. Woodland Craft Fair. An event
for all the family incliuding
denonstrations by experts or a range
of woodiand crafts such as badging,
wood carving and natural fibre
technigues. Includes a special tree
dressing avent and a chance to hoy
woodland craft products in time for
Christmas. 1-dpm. Free. Meet Ray
Busfield and Sara Burdeley at
Islington Ecelogy Cenire, Ddrayton
Park, N3. Islington Wildlife Diary
0171354 5162,

Thy 11. In Cressy's Wake. The story
behind Narrow Boat, Tom Rolt's fameus
book that launchad the Inland

Continved on next page
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Waterways Association. A lecture by
Tony Goador, Curator, National
Waterways Museum, Gloucester. 7 for
7.30pm. London Canal Museum, 12 New
Wharf Road, N1. 0171-713 0836.

Thu 11-29 Mar. Beraard Leach: Potter
E Artist. A collaborative exhibition
with Arts Inc., Japan uniting, for the
first time, pieces from U.K. and
Japanese public and private
collections. Crafts Council, 44a
Pentonville Read, N1, 0171-278 7700.

Sat 13,14,16-21,27-31 & Jan 243.
Tower Theatre, Mother Goose,
traditional pantomime by Trudy Wast,
7.3Gpm (Matinee Dec 14,20,21, 27,28 &
Jan 3, 3pm}. Box office 0171-226 3633,

Mon 15-17. Tower Theatre. Wake Up,
It's Christmas! with Lazy Daisy,
presented by $lapstick Productions,
Details of daytime performances from
box office 0171-226 3633,

Wed 19. Floral Worids - Victorian
Gardens 1o Hackney, Talk by David
Mander, Hackney Borough Archivist.
Bpm, Isliagton Towa Hall, Upper St,
§1. £ {conc. 50p) from non members,
Islington Archacology & History
Society, 0¢71-833 1541,

January 1998

Tue 6-8 Feb. Cangl Life, Boats and
{anat People. Exhibition at London
Canal Huseum, 12 New Wharf Road, N,
0171-13 0836,

Tue 6-30 Apr. Trade on the Grangd
dungtion aad Regent Canals. Exhibition
at London Canal Museum 12 New Wharf
Road, N1, 0171-713 0836,

Thu 8. Regent's Caral Dock. A lecture
by Tim Smith of GLIAS. 7 for 7.30pm.
London Canal Heseum, 12 New Wharf
Road, §1. G171-713 0836,

Wed t4-1 Mar. (Glad Rags: Isiington
Street Faskion 1918-1947. This

exhibition explores the Jocal rag
trade and street fashions from the
first shop-bought ¢lothes of the
twenties to the re-modelied dresses of
wartine, Wednesday to Saturday 1lam to
Som, Sunday 2pm to dpm, Islington
Museum, 268 Upper Street, M1, 0171-354
9442,

Sat 17. Congert by Haydn Chamber
Orchestra conducted by Sian Edwards,
soloist Imogen Cooper - piano.
Programme to include Mozart's Piano
Concerto K 456. St Michael’s,
Highgate. Tickets from the North
Loadon Hospice. 0171-353 8841

Wed 21, Speaker's name & subiect to
be arnouaced. Bpm, Isliagton Town
Hall. £1 {conc. 50p} from non members.
Islington Archaeology & History
Society, 0171-833 1541,

Tue 27, The islington Society.
Meetings of Executive and Planaing &
Conservation Committees.

Wed 26, Arts and Entertainment for
Everyone. A talk by Liz Roberts,
Islington's Chief Librarian. As
Islington continues to develop as an
arts and cultural centre, what can be
done 1o make access to good quality
public libraries and adult education
gasy and to prevent it becoming a
borough of artistic excellence for the
few? 7.30pm IsYington Town Hall
London, Ni. The Islington Sociaty
jotetly with the Frieads of Islington
Libraries {FOii). 0171- 607 2665,

February

The 12, Trade in the Grand Junction &
Regent's Canals. A lecture by Alan
Faulkner, author of Graad Junction
Caral. 7 for 7.3Cpm. London Canal
Museum, 12 New Wharf Road, W1, GIT1-
713 0836,

Wed 18, $Speaker's name & subject to
be announced. 8pm, islingten Town
Hall. £1 {conc, 5Ga) from non members.
Islington Archacology & History
Society. 0171-833 1541,

-16~

Regular events

Barnsbury Wood is open to the publig
avery Tuesday hetween 2 & dpa. This 1s
an opportunity to come aloag during a
guiet time, meet the warden or join in
practical monitoring or conservation
tasks. Barnsbury Wood, Crescent Street
NT. 0171-354 5162,

Conservation work days are held at
sites across the Borough every
Wednesday from 1 October to 31 March
To join the Nature Conservation Teanm
on any of these days just turn up at
the Ecology Centre, Drayton Park, N5
between § & 9.30am. 0171-354 5162,

Guided walks of Islington take place
throughout the year. They normally
last for about twe hosrs and cost £4
with concessions. You can either join
gfe or arrange a group booking. For
details contact Angel Walks on 0171-
226 8333 or Ddiscover 1slington on
0171-250 1623,

FURTHER ISLINGTON
SOCIETY EVENTS FOR YOU
TO NOTE

March

Wed 4. Great Traffic Jams of the
World. Michael Patin, auther, actor, -
traveller and ervironmentalist, give.
the annual James Ogilvy-Webb Memorial
Lecture. 7.30pm. Islington Town Hall,
Upper Street, Nt. The Islington
Society. 0171-253 5479,

Wed #8. The Islington Society Dinner
z ourely social affair which, it is
hoped, wil) become an annual evest,
Admission only by tickets bought in
advance. See page 7.

April

Wed 22. Isiington Society Annyal
General Meeting followad by Tony
Atlcock, Editor of the Islingten
Gazette, giving "A Journatist's View
of Busybodies Like The Islingten
Society". 7.30pm. Islington Town Hall,
Upper Streat, N1, 0171-226 7429,



